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Preface (Vorwort)

1  Aufgrund der besseren Lesbarkeit wird im Folgenden die männliche Form Schüler bzw. Lehrer verwendet.  
   Gemeint sind damit jedoch die weiblichen als auch die männlichen Personen.

Friedhelm Heitmann & Prisca Thierfelder

Liebe Kolleginnen, liebe Kollegen,

dieser Band zur Lese- und Schreibkompetenz weist 16 Kapitel auf, in denen 
es rund um den Ablauf eines Jahres geht. Dazu gehören die Jahreszeiten, die 
Monate, die Wochentage, die Feiertage und Uhrzeiten. Jedes Kapitel enthält 
einen Einstiegstext, auf den jeweils mehrere Übungen zum Leseverständnis 
und Schreiben folgen.  

Der Band setzt die im Kohl-Verlag erschienenen Lesetexte Biographies (Bestell-
nummer 12092) fort. Im Gegensatz zu diesen ist "In the course of a year" 
durchgängig in einer Niveaustufe gehalten, da der vorliegende Band aus der 
Arbeit mit hauptsächlich lernschwächeren / leistungsschwächeren Schülern* 
entstand  
und dementsprechend konzipiert wurde.

Die Texte und Übungen können unabhängig voneinander – je nach Jahreszeit 
oder Thema – im Unterricht eingesetzt werden. Erleichterung für Sie (bzw. die 
Möglichkeit für Ihre Schüler zur selbstständigen Kontrolle) schafft der detaillierte 
Lösungsteil. 

Viel Erfolg beim Einsatz der Materialien wünschen der Kohl-Verlag,
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1 The year

1

5

10

True False

a) A year has 12 months. 

b) March has 28 days.

c) Europe belongs to the southern hemisphere. 

d) There's winter in Australia when it's spring in Europe. 

e) All months of the year have 30 or 31 days.  

f) An hour has sixty seconds. 

g) A day is divided into 24 hours. 

1.1  Tick the right answer.

In the Gregorian calendar, a year is a period of time divided into  
12 months. There are 365 days. Normally, February has 28 days. 
But every 4 years, February has 29 days. This year of 366 days is called leap 
year. A year has 52 weeks. Each week is divided into 7 days. The northern and southern 
hemisphere have 4 natural seasons: spring, summer, autumn and winter. Europe is in the 
northern hemisphere. Australia is in the southern hemisphere. Therefore, the seasons in 
Germany and the United Kingdom (UK) are at the opposite times of the year to Australia. 
When it's summer in Germany and the UK, it’s winter in Australia. When it’s spring in Australia, 
it’s autumn in Germany. 

A month has 30 or 31 days, except for February. Each day has 24 hours. And each hour is 
divided into 60 minutes. How many seconds does a minute have? Do you know?
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1 The Year – The 4 seasons
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Spring
You can read it in the calendar: Spring starts in March. People are glad because winter is 
over. It’s getting warmer and brighter. The clocks are turned one hour ahead. This makes days 
much longer and evenings much lighter. As it gets warmer outside, plants begin to grow and 
blossom. Animals (e.g. hedgehogs) awake from their winter sleep. 
Birds of passage come back from the south. You can see and hear more and more birds 
outside. Some people go for a walk, others sit in the garden or parks enjoying the sunshine.

Summer
Summer is the warmest season. It's the season between spring and autumn. In summer, the 
fields and trees are green. Everything is in blossom. Fruit and vegetables grow and you can 
eat cherries from the trees! Children love summer because there are the summer holidays! In 
this time, they can go on holiday with their family, go swimming or play outside. 

Autumn
Summer is over. We welcome autumn. Some people don’t like 
autumn because it gets colder outside. It gets light later and dark 
earlier. That makes days much shorter. Leaves change colours 
and fall from the trees.

However, there are some sunny days in autumn. People can 
take a walk in the colourful nature or fly a kite. Farmers harvest 
potatoes or make hay. However, autumn can be rainy, stormy or 
foggy, too. Thanksgiving is celebrated during this season.

Winter
Look at the snowman! It’s winter. Winter starts in December. I’s 
cold and icy outside. People wear warm clothes like woollen caps, 
scarfs, down jackets and snow boots. Snow lies on the ground. 
The ground is frozen. Streets and tracks are slippery. 
Children enjoy snow in winter. They love building snowmen, going 
sledging or ice skating. Girls and boys often have a snowball fight.

15

20
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1.2  Find the statements in the text. Write down the line and fill in the gaps.

	 a)   Line  ____  Spring starts in  ____________________________          .

	 b)   Line  ____  The clocks are turned  __________________           ahead.

	 c)   Line  ____  Animals awake from their ______________________           .

	 d)   Line  ____  You can see __________________             birds outside. 

	 e)   Line  ____  … plants begin to _________________            and blossom.

1 The Year – The 4 seasons

1.3  Spring   Match the definitions to the words. 

March

park

an animal with spines on the back

a public place with flowers and benches for everybody

(to) come into flower

the third month of the year
(to) awake 

hedgehog

(to) blossom 

the opposite of (to) fall asleep
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1 The Year – The 4 seasons

1.4  Summer    Find the statements in the text. Fill in the gaps.

a)   Line  ____  In summer the ___________________            are green.

b)   Line  ____  Fruit and vegetables grow and you can eat ___________              from the trees! 

c)   Line  ____  Children love summer ______________              there are the summer holidays! 

1.6  Summer  Build sentences. Write them in your exercise book.  

go

The sun

from the sky.

the summer months.

the warmest season.Fruit and vegetables

Children

June, July and August

in the fields.

1.5  The summer words in the sand have gone by the wind. Put the letters in the right 		
	 order and find the words. Write them in your exercise book.
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grow

are

shines
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swimming.
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