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Vorwort

In den Bildungsstandards kommt der Lesekompetenz innerhalb der Sprachkompetenzen eine bedeut-
same Stellung zu. Ohne angemessene Lesekompetenz ist ein erfolgreicher Lernprozess im Fremdspra-
chenunterricht schlieBlich auf Dauer nicht gewahrleistet. Sie unterstiitzt und férdert entscheidend die
Kommunikations- und Schreibkompetenz, denn das Lesen und Verstehen von Texten bietet sowohl Kom-
munikations- als auch Schreibanlasse.

Moderne Lehrwerke fiir den Englischunterricht bieten im Rahmen der einzelnen Units Texte, die zu deren
jeweiligen Themenschwerpunkten passen. Meist ,versteckt“ sich darin auch eine grammatische Beson-
derheit, z. B. eine neue Zeitform, Steigerungsformen, Adverbien —das Spektrum ist groB. Wir Lehrer sind
dann oft geneigt, neben den inhaltlichen Aspekten eines Textes auch die grammatischen analysieren
und so den Text zum Mittel zum Zweck werden zu lassen.

Ausnahmen sind in der Regel Texte, die sich meist im hinteren Bereich unserer Lehrblcher tummeln, oft
unter der Uberschrift ,Extra Reading“. Je nach Lerngruppe sind sie mal mehr, mal weniger geeignet,
abhéngig von Inhalt, Lange und Wortschatz. Darlber hinaus bieten Lehrbuchtexte oft nur wenige ver-
standnissichernde Ubungsformate.

Dennoch planen viele Kollegen ihren Unterricht immer noch gerne streng nach den Vorgaben der Units.
Ein mutiges Abweichen oder Weglassen von den dort vorgegebenen Texten und Ubungsformaten zu-
gunsten anderer, vor allem lehrbuchunabhéngiger Inhalte, fallt vielen immer wieder schwer.

Doch warum nicht mal einen Text Uber das englische Kdnigshaus, die Tsunamikatastrophe in Japan
oder den Untergang der Titanic in den Unterricht einbauen und so bei den Schilern neues Interesse
wecken?

Dartber hinaus ist sinnentnehmendes Lesen verschiedenartiger Texte ein wichtiger Aspekt in einer Welt,
in der Englisch von immer gréBerer Bedeutung ist. Textverstandnis wird heute in den meisten Bundes-
landern zum einen in landesspezifischen Lernstanderhebungen in verschiedenen Jahrgangsstufen, und
zum anderen in den landesweiten schriftlichen Prifungen zur Erlangung von Haupt- und Realschul-
abschlissen Uberpruft.

Der frithzeitige Umgang mit Texten — losgeldst vom jeweiligen Lehrwerk — verbunden mit Ubungsfor-
maten, die auch in den Prifungen vorkommen, ist daher von besonderer Bedeutung.

Neben verschiedenen und differenzierenden Ubungsformaten zur Textverstandnissicherung ist jedem
Text in diesem Heft auch eine kleine Vokabelliste in Form von FuBnoten beigefligt. Nicht jedem Schiler
wird diese Liste ausreichendes Textverstandnis bieten. Deshalb halte ich es flir wichtig, Schiiler, die ihre
Lesekompetenz schulen, frihzeitig im Umgang mit einem zweisprachigen Wérterbuch anzuleiten, so-
dass sie Vokabeln, die ihnen unbekannt sind oder die sie wieder vergessen haben, selbststandig und
kompetent nachschlagen kénnen.

Bei der Bearbeitung der Ubungsformate zur Textverstandnissicherung empfiehlt sich die Verwendung
eines Lineals und Stifts oder Textmarkers zur Hervorhebung relevanter Textstellen, die z. B. bei der Be-
antwortung von Fragen zum Text, der Uberpriifung von Right-Wrong-Aussagen oder bei der Suche von
bestimmten Begriffen bedeutsam sind.

Unterstitzt wird die Textarbeit durch eine durchgehende Zeilennummerierung, die sich auch bei der Be-
sprechung der Aufgabenformate im Klassenplenum als vorteilhaft erweist.

Nur genaues Hinsehen, Vergleichen, Markieren und Sich-Einlassen auf die Texte kénnen erfolgreiche
Textarbeit gewéahrleisten und damit die Lesekompetenz nachhaltig und erfolgreich férdern.

Ich wiinsche lhnen, liebe Englischlehrer und -lehrerinnen, und lhren Schilern viel SpaB beim Lesen.

M@ ,'MW

Anette Ruberg-Neuser
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Henry, the happy snowman

Christmas was over, and Sue and Ben Taylor were still waiting for snow. They wanted to try out the new sledges?
their grandma had bought them for Christmas.

Then one night it snowed at last,? and in the morning streets, houses and trees were covered with wonderful white
snow.

When Sue woke up and looked out of the window, she was very excited. ‘Ben’, she shouted. ‘Wake up. There is
snow everywhere. Quick, get up, and let’s go outside.’

After breakfast they put on their anoraks, warm scarves, caps and Wellingtons®), took their sledges and ran outside.
Ben’s friend Tom and his little sister Mandy were outside, too. They started rolling big snowballs for a snowman.
‘Hey’, Ben shouted. ‘We want to try4 our new sledges. Are you coming?’

10 ‘Sure,” Tom answered. ‘But first we want to finish this snowman. You can help us.’

11 Ben helped Tom with two big snowballs. They put the snowballs on top of one another. Sue and Mandy rolled a

12 smaller snowball that they put on top of the big snowball. That was the head.

13 ‘We must make him a nice face’, Sue said. ‘Yes,” Mandy said, ‘and we must put a real hat on his head, too.’

14 Tom ran into the house and fetched a carrot for the nose and some nuts for the mouth. Two stones from the garden
15 were the eyes. Sue found her father’s old hat in the garage, and Mandy fetched one of her scarves and put it

16 around the snowman’s neck. Now the snowman looked really nice, and the

© 0O N O OB~ 0N =

17 children were happy. \.EQ

18 Suddenly the snowman began to talk. ‘Hello, thank you for making me. I'm a N 9(/ “(®, B,

19 very nice snowman. By the way, my name is Henry. I'd like to be your friend.’ L / ( i’f,r"’{;\
20 Then the snowman began to jump up and down in the garden. ’;/_\\\ @ o 7=
21 First the children were shocked, and Mandy nearly started to cry because she - /L =
22 was a bit frightened>). But then they all jumped with Henry up and down in the : =

23 garden. /_/ ) \

24 The children fetched their sledges and went down the hill at the end of their \/ ) /

25 street. Henry also slid® down the hill, and they all had a great time. g

26 In the evening, Henry stayed in the garden. On the following days Sue, Ben, T \\5 S -

27 Mandy, and Tom played with him or took him to the hill at the end of their street S

28 where the children went down on their sledges.

29 There were a lot of children now because they all wanted to see Henry. He took

30 some of the smaller children on his back and slid down the hill with them. Then Henry jumped up and down and

31 shouted, ‘Oh, I'm so happy. Let’s slide again.” Then he jumped up the hill and slid downhill again with more

32 children on his back.

33 Then one afternoon it started to snow again. Suddenly the snowfall was so heavy?” that the children had problems
34 seeing where the sledges were taking them.

35 ‘Let’s go home’, Sue said to Ben and Henry. But they enjoyed the snow so much that they didn’t want to go home.
36 ‘I want to slide downhill one more time’, Henry said. And Ben said, ‘Yes, and | want to go downhill one more time,
37 too.

38 Henry slid downhill and soon Sue and Ben could not see him anymore. Then Ben sat on his sledge and started his
39 trip downhill. He couldn’t see where he was going. Suddenly he crashed into some deep snow and fell off his

40 sledge. Somebody cried out, ‘Ouch, my belly®’. When Ben stood up and looked for his sledge he saw Henry. Henry
41 was on his back, and there was a big hole? in his belly. “You crashed into me, Ben’, he said, ‘and now there is a big
42 hole in my belly.” ‘Oh no’, Ben cried. ‘I'm so sorry, Henry.” He called for Sue, Tom, and Mandy. When they arrived

43 they carefully lifted Henry on one of the sledges. They pulled him uphill, and it took them a long time because

44 Henry was so heavy.

45 Back in the Taylor’'s garden the children filled the hole in Henry’s belly with snow. When Henry looked like a real

46 snowman again he said, ‘Thank you, children. Now | need a rest.’ The children left Henry in the garden, but the

47 following day he was gone. S
48 The children looked for him everywhere, behind the trees and in the i
49 street, but Henry was not there. They were very sad and Ben cried. He Hello children,

50 said, ‘It is my fault’). | hurt him and now he left us.” Ben was so unhappy . . ,
51 that he didn’t want to eat his breakfast, and he didn’t want to play with My t:elly s okay again. Tt ua_sn ¢
= the others. Ben's fault that he crashed into
53 When Mrs Taylor opened the postbox later that morning she found a me. The snowfall was so heavy.
54 note. It was from Henry. Thank you for a wonderful time.
55 First the children were a little sad. But then they understood that Henry
56 wanted to make some more children happy that winter. And Ben was
57 happy that Henry was still his friend.

But now T must leave. T must
visit some more children before
the end of winter.

1) sledge — Schlitten 6) to slide / slid — rutschen Next year I will see you again. g
2) atlast—endlich 7) heavy — hier: stark, heftig E
3) Wellingtons — Gummistiefel 8) belly —Bauch Love, Henry 6.'
4) totry — ausprobieren, testen 9) hole —Loch Z
5) to be frightened — &ngstlich sein 10) fault — Schuld, Fehler ~ ©
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