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Methodisch-didaktische Hinweise

Die hier vorgestellten englischen Texte handeln überwiegend von interssanten geschichtli-
chen Begebenheiten. 

Neben der sprachlichen wird auch die landes- und geschichtskundliche Kompetenz geschult,  
handeln doch alle Texte von spannenden Erlebnissen, Erzählungen und Fakten aus vergan-
genen Tagen. Vom Überfall der Normannen im Jahre 1066 bis zum Notting Hill Carnival im 
20. Jahrhundert werden Schlaglichter der einzelnen Epochen aufgezeigt. 
Jedem der 14 Texte schließen sich mehrere Übungen an. Hier werden Wortschatz, Satzbau, 
Konzentration, Textinhalt,  freies Schreiben, Tabellen auswerten, unregelmäßige Verben und 
weitere wichtige sprachliche Kompetenzen auf kurzweilige, abwechslungsreiche Form gefes-
tigt.
Viel Spaß mit der Rundreise durch die Geschichte wünschen Ihnen das Redaktionsteam des 
Kohl-Verlages und 

Barbara  Hamblock
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1.  Highwaymen

Highwaymen or ‘gentlemen of the road’ were thieves who  

during the 17th and 18th centuries rode up and down the country  

on horseback, robbing people, especially those travelling by stage-coach. The 

highwaymen stopped their victims shouting ‘Stand and deliver’ or ‘Your money 

or your life’. They usually chose lonely spots, open spaces or wooded areas to 

lie in wait. These robbers were admired by many and became national heroes 

although the penalty for robbery with violence was hanging. Many English 

highwaymen ended up on the gallows, but are said to have  

been fearless and went to their deaths laughing. The last recorded robbery  

by a mounted highwayman was in 1831. Over the years they have been the 

subject of plays, poems, films, music and video games.

One of the most notorious English highwaymen was Dick Turpin, born in 1705. 

His father was a butcher and it is thought that Dick, too, worked in this trade 

in his teens. Unfortunately, he became involved with the Essex gang, a group 

of robbers and deer thieves that armed themselves with pistols and attacked, 

beat and robbed innocent people. After several members of the gang were 

caught, the group broke up and Dick Turpin turned to highway robbery.  

Together with an accomplice, he robbed several coach parties. It is thought 

that he may have accidentally shot and killed his partner. Later he himself 

escaped capture by killing again. After that he changed his name to Palmer 

and fled to York. He pretended to be a horse trader, but after an incident 

where he killed a man’s cockerel he was arrested and taken to York Castle in 

handcuffs, suspected of being a horse thief and of stealing sheep. After his trial 

he was sentenced to death. He was driven to the gallows in an open cart and, 

fearless as ever, he bowed to all the spectators as he passed. Turpin’s body 

was left hanging for hours, then taken down and buried. Soon after, the corpse 

was stolen by body snatchers for medical research, but it was recovered and  

buried a second time. The body is said to lie in St George’s graveyard in York.

Dick Turpin is best known for his exploits as a highwayman and there are 

many legends about him and his fabled ride from London to York on his horse 

Black Bess, which had to run so fast that it died. Although he was a robber and 

a villain, he was a daring, reckless, likeable character and has gone down in 

history as such. EN
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 Answer the following questions on the text in full sentences.Exercise  1
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  1. What was a highwayman?

 ____________________________________________________________________

  2. What was a punishment for armed robbery?

 ____________________________________________________________________

  3. What sort of people were highwaymen?

 ____________________________________________________________________

  4. Where did highwaymen wait for their victims?

 ____________________________________________________________________

  5. Where can you see or hear stories of highwaymen?

 ____________________________________________________________________

  6. With whom did Dick Turpin get involved?

 ____________________________________________________________________

  7. Did Dick Turpin kill anybody? If so, who?

 ____________________________________________________________________

  8. When Dick Turpin went to York, what did he say was his work?

 ____________________________________________________________________

  9. What was Dick Turpin suspected of?

 ____________________________________________________________________

10. What was Dick Turpin’s sentence?

 ____________________________________________________________________

11. Was Dick Turpin afraid of dying?

 ____________________________________________________________________

12. Why was his body stolen?

 ____________________________________________________________________

13. Who or what was Black Bess?

 ____________________________________________________________________

14. Where is Dick Turpin’s body thought to be?

 ____________________________________________________________________
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 Find suitable words to fill the blanks. Exercise  2

Highwaymen were (1) ____________________ who rode around the country robbing 
(2) ____________________ . If they were caught, they were (3) ____________________. 
Although they were criminals, people (4) ____________________ them and treated 
them as (5) ____________________ heroes. They often (6) ____________________ 
in wait in (7) ____________________ regions. You can read stories about them in (8) 
____________________ and (9) ____________________ .  
Dick Turpin is the name of a (10) ____________________ highwayman. He was (11) 
____________________ with a gang of thieves and robbers.  
He once (12) ____________________ from London to York on his (13) _______________, 
Black Bess. He (14) ____________________ to York under the name of Palmer. He was 
sentenced to (15) ________________________ , but rode to the gallows bravely and 
cheerfully. His corpse was (16) _____________________________ by body snatchers for 
(17) _________________________ research. Today his body is said to lie in St George’s 
(18) ____________________ .
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 Put the following sentences in the negative.
Exercise  3

  1. Highwaymen usually chose lonely spots to wait for coaches.

 _____________________________________________________________________

  2. Dick Turpin became involved with a gang of robbers.

 _____________________________________________________________________

  3. Dick Turpin escaped capture by killing.

 _____________________________________________________________________

  4. Dick Turpin pretended to be a horse trader.

 _____________________________________________________________________

  5. Dick Turpin’s body was left hanging on the gallows for hours.

 _____________________________________________________________________

  6. Body snatchers went to the graveyard and stole the corpse.

 _____________________________________________________________________

  7. The horse ran very fast all the way to York.

 _____________________________________________________________________

  8. Dick Turpin’s body lies in St George’s graveyard.

 _____________________________________________________________________

1.  Highwaymen
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Exercise  4
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Exercise  5

There is a famous poem by Alfred  
Noyes called ‘The Highwayman’. 
Find it in a book or on the internet and 
retell the story in your own words.
Write in your exercise book.

 Write a short dialogue between Dick Turpin and  
 a rich man in the coach he has stopped.

Dick Turpin: _______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Rich man: _______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Dick Turpin: _______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Rich man: _______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Dick Turpin: _______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Rich man: _______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Dick Turpin: _______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Rich man: _______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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2.  Laurence Oates

There are several well-known Britons connected with Eastbourne. Two of them are also connected with Antarctica and polar expeditions.
One of these men is Laurence Oates, known as Titus. He has gone down in history as the man who, on a failed expedition to the South Pole, walked out of his tent to his death hoping to help his companions to survive.
As a pupil he suffered from ill health and, as he wished to join the army, he was sent to an army “crammer” school. This school was in Eastbourne, hence the connection. He had a successful military career, but a gunshot wound shattered his thigh and left his left leg one inch shorter than his right one.
In 1910 he applied and was accepted to join Captain Robert Scott’s expedition to the South Pole. In January 1912 Oates was one of the five men chosen to walk the last 167 miles (269 kilometres) to the Pole. They endured terrible weather and physical conditions, reaching the Pole only to discover a tent containing a note from the Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen informing them that he and his party had beaten them by 35 days and were the first men to reach the South Pole.

The return journey to base camp was a disaster. The men faced extremely difficult conditions. Their progress was very slow, one man died, and they all suffered from frostbite, scurvy and injuries. Oates, in particular, was in a terrible state, having gangrene and frostbite. He could only walk slowly, but his companions did not want to leave him and so their plan was upset. They needed to walk over nine miles (14 km) a day to reach their next depot, but on account of Oates they sometimes could travel only three miles. He asked to be left behind as his condition was getting worse and worse and he knew he was reducing the chances of survival of the rest of the party. So on 16 March, 1912, he chose certain death and walked out of the tent into a blizzard. The temperature was -40. Scott, the leader of the expedition, wrote in his diary that Oates said, “I am just going outside and may be some time.”
Unfortunately, Oates’ act of self-sacrifice did not lead to a happy conclusion. The rest of the group never returned home, but died nine days later from the cold, injuries and lack of provisions.
Oates’ body was never found but a search party put up a cross to mark the  area where Oates, “a very gallant gentleman”, presumably died.

2.  Laurence Oates
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