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Chapter 1

The challenge
Jack’s mobile phone rang. It was his friend Mitchell.

‘Where are you?’ asked Mitchell.
‘I’m at Pem’s.’
‘Is he standing on his head again?’
Jack looked at his grandfather. Pem’s head was down on

the floor. His legs were up the wall.
‘Yes.’
Mitchell laughed. He knew Jack’s grandfather well. Pem

was nearly seventy but he was not an ‘old man’. He ran a
mile every morning and rode his bicycle to the shops. And
every day he stood on his head for ten minutes.

‘Do you want to meet me at Pem’s?’ asked Jack. ‘We can
go to the computer shop from here.’

Mitchell answered but Jack couldn’t hear him well.
‘I can’t hear you,’ Jack shouted.
His phone made a noise. Then it went dead.
‘I’ve lost him,’ said Jack.
He quickly sent a text message to Mitchell: Meet at

Pem’s?
Mitchell sent a text back to him: C U in 20.
‘Mitchell will be here in twenty minutes,’ Jack said to

Pem. ‘We’re going to buy a new computer game – Roman
Wars.’

Pem brought his feet to the ground and slowly stood up.
‘You two boys!’ he said. ‘You’re always sending a text or

sitting in front of the computer.’
Jack sent another text to Mitchell: Pem is complaining

about us again.
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