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Vorwort

Liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen,

da Schülerinnen und Schüler der 8. Klassen und höher, Gruselgeschichten lieben, kam ich 
auf die Idee, die Erzählungen meiner Mutter zu Papier zu bringen. 
Das vorliegende Lernbegleitheft „Creepy Stories“ sorgt mit seinen spannenden,  
gruseligen Erzählungen, die teilweise auf wahren Begebenheiten beruhen, für Gänsehaut-
momente – nicht nur bei Schülern. Es umfasst eine Palette von spannenden und gruse-
ligen Geschichten auf English (Level B1). Auf jeden Text folgen differenzierte Übungen zum 
Textverständnis (mit dem Schwerpunkt „reading for detail“) sowie Aufgaben zu Grammatik 
(vorwiegend „irregular verbs“ im Simple Past) und Wortschatz. Das Lernbegleitheft kann 
auch als Übungsbuch im Alleingang verwendet werden, da Lösungen zur Selbstkontrolle 
vorhanden sind, beispielsweise als Vorbereitung für Schularbeiten im Kompetenzbereich 
„reading“. 

Schaurige Gänsehautmomente wünschen Ihnen der Kohl-Verlag und

         Sonja Bichler
Thanx to my beloved mother.
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Mr Greedy was a meat lover. That is why his wife often cooked some delicious 
meals for him – and guess the ingredients – yes – pork, beef, chicken, turkey. – 
Yummy! 
One day Mrs Greedy was preparing a special beef ragout for her beloved hus-
band who was at work. While she was cooking, she realized that she had for-
gotten to buy some salt. So, she decided to leave the ragout on the stove and 
she quickly cycled to the nearest supermarket to fetch some. But before that 
she put the switch on medium heat because she didn’t want to burn the excel-
lent food. And off she went. 
Meanwhile her husband came home hungrily. He opened the door and smelled 
the lovely smell of his favourite meal. He didn’t take off his shoes nor his jacket 
and ran straight into the kitchen to grab the wooden spoon next to the pot. He 
tried the sauce. Yummy and hot (uuuhhh). He saw the pieces of beef inside 
the ragout and wanted to fish one out and taste it. Mr Greedy put it into his 
mouth but it was too hot. He choked but the meat got stuck in his throat and he 
couldn’t breathe anymore. 
Some minutes later Mrs Greedy came back home and saw that the door had 
been unlocked by somebody. “Darling, are you here?”, she asked in surprise. 
No answer. “Sweetheart?”, she tried it again. When she went into the kitchen, 
she found her husband lying on the floor, holding his arms around his neck. She 
was terrified and shouted his name in fear. 
Unfortunately, it was too late. The piece of meat had got stuck in Mr Greedy’s 
windpipe and had killed him immediately.

By the way: The story is true! It happened 

about 25 years ago. The couple lived above 

us on the first floor.... Mrs Greedy is still alive.

The  b ee f  r a gou t 1
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T h e  b ee f  r a gou t 

1.  Read the story carefully and highlight all the important information. The list 
concerning the question words below might help you. Fill in the German 
meaning.

English where when what how which whose who
German

2. Explain the following words and phrases in English.

ingredients
wooden spoon
unlocked
(to) fish out
windpipe
(to) switch on

3. Answer the following questions in full sentences.

a) Who are the two main characters in the story?

b) Where was Mr Greedy at first?

c) Why did Mrs Greedy leave the house?

d) What did she cook?

e) Why did Mr Greedy not take off his shoes and jacket?

f) Where did Mrs Greedy find her husband?

g) Why did Mrs Greedy’s husband die?

4. Do you like such stories? Why? Why not?

I like them because 

I dislike them because 

1
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T h e  b ee f  r a gou t 

My auntie was born on 6th January 1930 and she is still alive although she had 
been very, very ill when she was a baby. What was her problem at that time? – 
She had a high temperature and didn’t want to drink her mother’s milk. And she 
was crying all the time. 
My grandmother didn’t know what to do. She had been at the doctor’s for many 
times but nobody and nothing could help. No medicine – no operation – nothing. 
One day the chimney sweep came along and saw my granny’s pale face and 
heard the baby crying. That’s why he asked if he could help her. So, my grand-
mother showed him the bassinet of her baby. 
“She is going to die.”, my grandmother whispered in despair. After a while the 
chimney sweep asked curiously whether there had been a person visiting them  
and begging for food. At first, my granny was not sure but then she remembered 
an old lady coming each Friday to borrow some milk.
“Don’t give her any milk anymore!”, the man shouted. “If you want your baby-girl 
back, sew seven tiny dolls and put them on the mantelpiece, make a huge fire 
in the fireplace, and when the fire is big enough, throw the dolls inside – one 
by one. Next have a look into the pillow of your baby, take whatever you find in 
there and quickly throw it into the fire. Then wait what’s happening.”
And so my granny did. She made some tiny dolls out of old cloth and strings. A 
huge fire burnt in the chimney, she threw the seven dolls in the fire – one by one 
– and shivered when she took the baby’s pillow ...
Inside she found the head of a duck. Although she was terrified, she fetched it 
and finally tossed it into the fire.
Suddenly, she heard a silent moaning – it sounded as if somebody was crying 
for help – inside the fire – it got louder and louder. The next morning, my auntie 
drank her milk, the temperature got lower and she stopped crying. She even got 
a smile on her face! My granny was happy and two weeks later she thanked the 
chimney sweep when he dropped in. He explained that my auntie would have 
been dead if there had been an entire duck in the pillow.
After one month the old lady who had often 
borrowed some milk knocked at the door of my 
grandmother’s house again. When my grand-
mother opened, the old woman’s face was full 
of scars as if she had been burnt …

Se ven  do l l s2
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S e v en  do l l s

1.  Underline the irregular verbs in the text. Complete the chart with the irregular 
verbs from the text.

Infinitive Past Tense Past Participle German
(to) be was, were been
(to) have had

known
(to) come

saw
heard

(to) show
(to) give

put
made

(to) throw
took

found
(to) burn
(to) get

drank

2. Find out whether the statements are true (T) or false (F). 

T F
The narrator‘s auntie died a few years ago.
The narrator‘s grandmother called the chimney sweep for help.
Granny thought her baby would be safe soon.
The chimney sweep told granny to make a fire.
Granny found something in the pillow.
A silent moaning came out of the fire.
In the end the baby got well again.
The old lady had never been seen again.

2
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