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Chapter 1

Italy-England
Ben Grey is sitting at his computer. He is reading an email.

From: nicoverdi@webitalia.it
Date: 03 January 7:30
To: bengrey@britstream.co.uk
Subject: Italy-England football match, Saturday 24
February.

Hi Ben! My father has two tickets for the big match!
But he can’t go. He has to work that day. Can you come
to Rome and come to the match with me? Please! Ask
your Mum and Dad.

Your friend
Nico
P.S. Come on Friday 23!

The Italy-England match! In Rome! thinks Ben. Yes!
Ben loves football. He is thirteen and he lives in

London. Ben plays football at school. He plays football
with his friends. And he watches football on TV.

Nico is Ben’s friend. He is thirteen too. Nico’s mother
is English and his father is Italian. Sometimes Nico lives
in London and comes to Ben’s school. Sometimes he lives
in Rome. He speaks English and Italian. He loves football
too.

Ben runs to the kitchen. His mother and father are
eating their breakfast.
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‘Mum! Dad!’ Ben shouts. ‘Can I go to Rome?’
‘What? Rome?’ his mother says.
‘Nico has tickets for the Italy-England match! Please!’
‘No, Ben,’ she answers. ‘You have to go to school.’
‘The match is on the twenty-fourth of February. That’s

in the school holidays,’ Ben says. ‘Can I go?’
Mrs Grey looks at Mr Grey. Mr Grey looks at Mrs Grey.

They are thinking. Ben watches their faces.
‘Please?’ says Ben.
‘Yes,’ Ben’s father answers. ‘You can go.’
‘But Ben, you have to buy your plane ticket,’ says Ben’s

mother. ‘You can work in the house and in the garden.’
‘Okay,’ Ben says. ‘Thanks, Mum. Thanks, Dad.’

On 23 February, Ben’s mother and father take him to the
airport.

‘Nico’s mother is going to meet you at the airport in
Rome,’ Ben’s mother says. ‘Be good, Ben.’

On the plane, Ben is sitting next to a girl. She smiles at
Ben.

‘Hi,’ the girl says. ‘My name is Lizzie.’
‘I’m Ben.’
‘Are you going to Rome for a holiday?’ Lizzie asks.
‘No, I’m going to watch the Italy-England match.’
‘Have you got your tickets?’ Lizzie asks.
‘My friend Nico has them,’ Ben answers. ‘He lives in

Rome.’
Lizzie smiles again. ‘I’m going to the match too. I’m

going with my friend Max. He’s English, but he lives in
Italy. He’s going to meet me at the airport.’

‘Have you got your tickets?’ Ben asks.
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Activities
Chapter 1
Before you read

A.Look at the picture on page 5 and circle the correct answers.
1. What is the boy using?

a. a phone   b. a computer   c. a knife
2. In the poster on the wall, what sport is the man playing?

a. basketball   b. baseball   c. football

B. Find these words in your dictionary. Use them in the sentences.

ticket    holidays    television    works
1. I’m not going to school next week because I’m on _________.
2. My father likes to watch the news on ______________.
3. Sophie wants to buy a ______________ to the concert.
4. My aunt ______________ in a dress shop.

C. Listen to Track 3 on the CD and answer these questions.
1. What month is it?

a. January   b. February 
2. Who is going to meet Ben at the airport in Rome?

a. Nico’s father   b. Nico’s mother  
3. What is the name of the girl who sits next to Ben?

a. Lizzie   b. Nico 

After you read

Comprehension
A.Circle the correct answers.
1. What does Nico send to Ben?

a. an email   b. a letter   c. a ticket
2. Where does Ben live?

a. in London   b. in Rome   c. in Paris
3. How does Ben get to Italy?

a. by train   b. by car   c. by plane
4. Why can’t Nico’s father go to the football match?

a. Because he is sick.   b. Because he is on holidays.   
c. Because he has to work that day.



Glossary
adj. adjective; adv. adverb; n. noun; prep. preposition; v. verb

airport /�eə�pɔ�t/ n. Flughafen
angry /��ŋ	ri/ adj. wütend
apartment /ə�pɑ�tmənt/ n. Wohnung
behind /bi�haind/ prep. hinter
beside /bi�said/ prep. neben
building /�bildiŋ/ n. Gebäude
buy /bai/ v. kaufen
cheer /tʃiə/ v. jubeln
coat /kəυt/ n. Jacke, Mantel
crowd /kraυd/ n. (Menschen-)Menge
dangerous /�deind�ərəs/ adj. gefährlich
excited /ik�saitid/ adj. aufgeregt
fall /fɔ�l/ v. fallen, stürzen
flag /fl�	/ n. Fahne
fountain /�faυntin/ n. Brunnen
gate /	eit/ n. Eingangstor
goal/goalkeeper /	əυl/�	əυl�ki�pə/ n. Tor/Torwart
holiday /�hɒlidei/ n. Urlaub
ice cream /ais kri�m/ n. Eis
in front of /in fr�nt əv/ prep. vor
Italy /�itəli/ n. Italien
Italian /i�t�ljən/ adj. italienisch
jump /d��mp/ v. springen
kick /kik/ v. treten
match /m�tʃ/ n. Match, Spiel
meet /mi�t/ v. treffen
mouth /maυθ/ n. Mund
move /mu�v/ v. sich bewegen
next /nekst/ adv. neben

adj. nächste(r,s)
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