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Mit Aussagen wie „[Mexicans] are rapists“ oder „shoot them in the legs“ hat Donald 

Trump in den Medien für viel Aufsehen gesorgt. Doch wie sieht die Realität hispanischer 

Einwanderer aus? Warum zieht es so viele von ihnen nach Amerika? Wie leben sie dort 

und was für Konsequenzen bringt das Errichten einer Mauer mit sich? Die vorliegende 

Unterrichtseinheit behandelt diese Fragen. Mithilfe von Zitaten, Videos, Bildern und 

Zeitungsartikeln beschäftigen sich die Lernenden intensiv mit dem Thema hispanic 

immigration to the USA. Neben der Förderung des Hör-Sehverstehens sowie des 

Leseverstehens steht die Analyse im Vordergrund. Außerdem wird die Schreibkompetenz 

der Lernenden trainiert, wobei die Bildanalyse eine entscheidende Rolle spielt. Zusätzlich 

werden Medien- und Sprechkompetenz gefördert. Letztere steht am Ende der Einheit im 

Fokus, wo eine eigene Talk-Show durchgeführt wird.
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Competences and skills:

This unit aims at strengthening students’ various skills and competences. By working 

with a video, they train their viewing and listening skills as well as their media 

competence. Being asked to work with several texts and pictures, students also 

enhance their reading and analysing skills. They further demonstrate their writing 

skills as they produce texts of varying forms. Additionally, students use and train their 

communicative and social competences by engaging in a staged talk show. 
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Overview:

List of abbreviations:

A  Analysis C Comment CT Creative Task 

D Discussion/debate G Group work LC Listening comprehension 

M Mind map/visualising P Working with a picture/cartoon 

R Research RC  Reading comprehension 

T Working with a text VI Working with a video 

W Writing

Topic Material Methods/Skills

1: Introduction to the topic M1–M3 C, G, LC, M, P, R, VI, W

2: The journey towards a better life M4 A, CT, LC, VI, W

3: The life of Latinos in the USA M5–M6 A, C, CT, RC, T

4: A wall at the southern border M7–M10 A, C, RC, T, W

5: Describing and analysing pictures M11–M14 A, P

6: Staging a talk show M15–M16 D, G
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Hispanic immigration to the USA – In search for 

a better life

Facts

The American politician Hilary Clinton once said about the United States of America: “We 

are a country where people of all backgrounds, all nations of origin, all languages, all 

religions, all races, can make a home. America was built by immigrants.”  Although the 

country was built by immigrants, many of them have trouble making a home in America 

and fulfilling their dream of a better future. Especially Mexican immigrants suffer from 

increasing discrimination and hate. Some of these hostilities emanate from President 

Donald Trump, who instead of supporting and helping these people constantly finds new 

ways to oppress them even more. The future will show how the next President of the 

USA will deal with the issue of immigration. This teaching unit deals with the situation 

of Hispanic immigrants in America and how they try to improve their life despite all 

obstacles. It aims at a deeper understanding for the current situation of these people 

and fosters important competences.

Notes on the material

The material presented here is divided into six topics. In Topic 1, students describe a 

picture which serves as an introduction to the topic immigration. Thus, students activate 

and contribute previous knowledge. In a Think-Pair-Share activity, they create a mind 

map noting down reasons for immigration and countries immigrants predominantly 

come from. Afterwards, they share their thoughts first with a partner and then with the 

whole class. The group of Hispanics is introduced as well as their reasons for moving 

to the USA. Furthermore, students are confronted with a controversial quotation 

by Donald Trump about Mexicans. They then watch a short video which deals with 

prejudices Mexicans have to deal with in America. Students also express their own 

opinion concerning the quotation and the aspects mentioned in the video. As well, the 

topic includes an internet research on different aspects concerning Hispanics. In a jigsaw 
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activity, students form four groups. Each group works on one of the following aspects: 

general facts about Hispanics, where they come from and where they move to, their life 

in the USA and American attitudes towards them. Afterwards, the results are shared in 

class. Each group could, for example, be asked to create a quiz which summarises the 

most important aspects. In Topic 2, a Ted Talk by Mexican immigrant Miriam Martinez 

illustrates her story of immigration, providing a deeper understanding and insight into 

the life of Mexican immigrants. While watching the video, students focus on different 

aspects like content-related aspects but also issues like her performance and her use 

of language. Afterwards, they present their findings to a partner. Finally, students can 

choose from different creative tasks such as writing a diary entry, an interview, or a 

newspaper article. Optionally, students may write their texts on posters (DIN A3) and 

hang them on a wall where, in a gallery walk, their classmates read the texts, write 

short feed-backs on sticky notes and put them next to the texts. With this information, 

the texts could be edited and improved at home. Topic 3 contains a newspaper article 

which focuses on the life of Latinos in the USA in times of Donald Trump and the hate 

and prejudices they have to endure and how they deal with it.  After reading the article, 

students are assigned reading comprehension and analysis tasks in order to filter out 

the main ideas of the article. In addition to that, they are asked to prepare a one-minute 

talk from the point of view of a Mexican immigrant to examine the topic from another 

perspective. Topic 4 deals with Trump’s plan to build a wall at the southern border 

containing two more newspaper articles. First, students can collect their knowledge 

about the wall in a placemat activity. Then they read an article dealing with Trump’s plan 

and why it is hard to realise it. Again, students are assigned different tasks including 

comprehension, analysis and creative ones. The second article is about the different 

opinions of residents on the Texas border concerning the wall. The assignment includes 

filtering out the arguments for and against the wall mentioned in the article and to 

come up with more pro and con arguments. Students should also express their opinion 

and discuss it in a comment which could be set as homework. Topic 5 deals with the 

description and analysis of a picture. First, students get to know the four-step analysis 

and are provided with a checklist. Then they are asked to describe and analyse a picture 

by Ronald Rael which shows Americans and Mexicans seesawing at the U.S. border 
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wall. With the help of the checklist, a list of useful phrases and linking words, students 

describe and analyse the picture. An additional peer evaluation sheet finally enables 

students to review each other’s texts. For homework, students are supposed to search 

the Internet for more pictures or cartoons that deal with the current situation in the 

USA and to bring them to class. Here, they could talk about and discuss their pictures/

cartoons in a milling around activity. Finally, in Topic 6, students are asked to stage a talk 

show on the topic immigration to the USA. They form groups, and each group receives a 

role card with information on the role and some guiding questions. There are also two 

empty role cards which could be handed to advanced learners so they can come up with 

their own ideas. In their groups, students make notes, think about possible arguments 

or questions and decide who participates in the talk show. Those who do not take part 

in the discussion function as the audience and observe the participants with the help of 

a feedback sheet. After the talk show, they provide them with feedback according to the 

rules of giving feedback.
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