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Titel: Nigeria – Voices from the African continent: Stationenlernen 

Reihe: Stationenlernen Englisch 

Bestellnummer: 73727 

Kurzvorstellung: Nigeria ist derzeit in vielen Bundesländern ein zentrales Thema der 
Abiturvorbereitung. Dieses Stationenlernen versucht, den Schüler:innen 
Hintergründe zu Kultur, Sprache, Politik und Geschichte des Landes 
näherzubringen. Durch das Format des Stationenlernens können die 
Schüler:innen den Inhalt selbständig erarbeiten und das individuelle 
Lerntempo jeweils anpassen. Auch zusätzliche Hilfestellung wird regelmäßig 
ermöglicht. Jegliches Zusatzmaterial ist nicht nur mit einem Internetlink, 
sondern auch mit QR Codes versehen, sodass Medien im Unterricht 
zielgerichtet eingesetzt werden können. 

Inhaltsübersicht: 1. Modern Life in Nigeria – Social and Cultural Realities  

2. Life in Nigeria from Past to Present – Political and Historical Change  

3. Defining (Post-)Colonialism  

4. Being Poor - Despite Being Rich 

5. Nigerian Pidgin (NP) 

6. Nation and Identity in Nigeria: “Half of a Yellow Sun” 

7. “The Danger of a Single Story” - TED Talk by Chimamanda Adichie 
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Nigeria – Voices from the African continent 

This learning cycle is going to give you lots of insights into the history, the modern life, and culture(s) 
of Nigeria.   
 
Where to start: First, work on station 1 together in groups. Then, you can choose the order in which 
you work on the different stations together with a partner. The column overview of the content gives 
you an idea of the topics of each station.  
 
After completing a station: Compare your answers to the solutions. Note down open questions or 
remarks, add the date of completion and tick off the station in the done column. 
 

 

Name of the station 
Questions / 

Remarks 
Date done ✓ 

1 
Modern Life in Nigeria – Social and 
Cultural Realities  

   

2 
Life in Nigeria from Past to Present 
– Political and Historical Change  

   

3 Defining (Post-)Colonialism  

   

4 Being Poor - Despite Being Rich 

   

5 Nigerian Pidgin (NP) 

   

6 
Nation and Identity in Nigeria: “Half 
of a Yellow Sun” 

   

7 
“The Danger of a Single Story” - TED 
Talk by Chimamanda Adichie 
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Station 1: Modern Life in Nigeria - Social and Cultural Realities 

Tasks:  

1. What do you already know about Nigeria? Write down your thoughts in the box below.  

Hint: The images can give a few first ideas.  

2. Discuss your ideas with a partner. Add his/her ideas to your box and vice versa. 

 

 

 

  

 

Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Market_-_Ikija,_Lagos,_Nigeria.jpg  

Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Central_areas_in_Abuja.jpg 

Source:https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nigeria_in_Africa_(-
mini_map_-rivers).svg 
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Sources: 

Text 1: Elsayed Abdullah Muhammad Ahmed (2010): “East Meets West: Gender and Cultural Difference in the Work of Ahdaf Soueif, Farhana 
Sheikh and Monica Ali”. URL:https://orca.cf.ac.uk/54113/1/U514065.pdf 

Text 2: Gary Gutting and Johanna Oksala (2018): “Michel Foucault”. In: Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. URL: 
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/foucault/ 

Text 3: Fidel Fajardo-Acosta (2006): “Postcolonialism”. In: World Literature Website – Glossary. URL: http://fajardo-
acosta.com/worldlit/glossary.htm 

  

“So, what is postcolonialism? The concept is notoriously difficult to define. To  
begin with, "post-colonial" is used as a temporal marker referring to the period after official 

decolonization. Although much of what has come to be qualified as post-colonial does indeed 

belong to this period, Postcolonialism has very little to do with period marking. Indeed, some of its 

most prominent theorists belong to the colonial era. It is no wonder then that in literary studies, 

Postcolonialism has come to mean what used to be identified as Third World literature. Here the 

term is used to describe the conditions of migrant groups within First World states and serves to 

emphasize "oppositional reading practices, exposing the power relations constructing meaning in 

a given text." Over time, postcolonialism has moved beyond the confines of both history (as a 

temporal marker) and literature (as a substitute for Third Word literature) to become a "general" 

theory about what Ania Loomba et al. call "the shifting and often interrelated forms of dominance 

and resistance; about the constitution of the colonial archive; about the interdependent play of 

race and class; about the significance of gender and sexuality; about the complex forms in which 

subjectivities are experienced and collectivities mobilized; about representation itself; and about 

the ethnographic translation of cultures." 

1 

Since its beginnings with Socrates, philosophy has typically involved the project of 
questioning the accepted state of knowledge. Later, Locke, Hume, and especially Kant 

developed a distinctively modern idea of philosophy as the critique of knowledge. Kant's great 

epistemological innovation was to maintain that the same critique that revealed the limits of our 

knowing powers could also reveal necessary conditions for their exercise. What might have seemed 

just contingent features of human cognition (for example, the spatial and temporal character of its 

objects) turn out to be necessary truths. Foucault, however, suggests the need to invert this Kantian 

move. Rather than asking what, in the apparently contingent, is actually necessary, he suggests 

asking what, in the apparently necessary, might be contingent. The focus of his questioning is the 

modern human sciences (biological, psychological, social). These purport to offer universal 

scientific truths about human nature that are, in fact, often mere expressions of ethical and political 

commitments of a particular society. Foucault's “critical philosophy” undermines such claims by 

exhibiting how they are just the outcome of contingent historical forces and are not scientifically 

grounded truths. 

2 

 Postcolonialism is “a cultural, intellectual, political, and literary movement of the

 twentieth and twenty-first centuries characterized by the representation and analysis of 

the historical experiences and subjectivities of the victims, individuals and nations, of colonial 

power. Postcolonialism is marked by its resistance to colonialism and by the attempt to understand 

the historical and other conditions of its emergence as well as its lasting consequences.” 

3 
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5. NIGERIAN PIDGIN (NP) 

1. Write a definition for the term Nigerian Pidgin. The following definition of a pidgin and the text above 
help you. 

• non-standard variety spoken in Nigeria 

• language with the most speakers across all social classes in Nigeria 

• lexical influence from English (Pidgin English) and African languages (mainly Ijo, Efik & Igbo) 

• a common language in a country with over 500 languages; unites cultural & ethnic diversity 

• has its own structures and pronunciation and needs to be learned (easy acquisition) 

• mostly spoken in informal contexts 

• sometimes stigmatised though many identify with NP 

• starting to become a creole  
 
2. Draw a timeline for major events which have influenced or are still influencing the development of 
Nigerian Pidgin. 

3. Describe the role of Nigerian Pidgin in the society and the attitudes towards it. 

• still stigmatised (e.g. at work it is used in line with the hierarchy; not all schools teach it) 

• accepted as medium of everyday communication 

• Nigerians identify with it (seen as friendly and not so formal communication and therefore used in 
adverts) 

• identification might also be due to becoming a mother tongue for younger generations  
 
4. With a partner, compare the two examples of radio adverts in Nigerian Pidgin below with standard 
English words and structures. Try to translate the adverts and note down similarities and differences to 
English.  
 
National Electoral Commission’s Advert on Voters Regis[t]ration (May 1992)  
(Source: Radio Nigeria 3, WAZOBIA FM 93.5)  
 

Go dea, dem de weit fo yu o! Go nao an rejista o! Na onli wen yu regista Yu get rait to vot. Yo vot na im bi 
yo pawa o. Di senta dem de opin efri-de-bai-de from et o’klok fo di moni go rish sis o’klok fo ifnin from 
Monde etin May, go rish Monde twenti-faif 1992. […] 
 
An English Translation:  
Please go there, they are waiting for you! Go and register now! It is when you register that you have the 
right to vote. Your vote is your power! The Centres open every day, from 8 o’clock in the morning to 6 
O’clock in the evening, from Monday 18 to Monday twenty-five May, 1992. 

  

18th century:

- evidence for use 
of Pidgin English 
(PE) in literature

- PE exclusively 
used for trade with 

Europeans 

-trilingual 
communities       -
schools taught PE

over time: Nigerian 
Pidgin developed 

from PE, first 
stigmatised

1960s: use of NP in 
music

- many people (of 
different cultures, 

ethnicities & 
mother tongues)

moved to towns -
mixing of different 

languages

Nowadays: 
language with 
most speakers 

amongst all 
spheres of life and 

social classes, is 
developing into a 

creole (mother 
tongue)
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