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Titel: Immigrants in the USA 

Reihe: Legal and illegal immigration to North America 

Bestellnummer: 71282 

Kurzvorstellung: Diese fertig ausgearbeiteten Arbeitsblätter zur englischen Landeskunde 
setzen sich den USA als Einwanderungsland auseinander. Vermittelt 
werden neben statistischen Ausgangsdaten auch die Gemeinsamkeiten und 
Unterschiede zwischen legalen und illegalen Einwanderern in den USA. 

Die Schüler können den Inhalt selbständig erarbeiten und das individuelle 
Lerntempo jeweils anpassen. Dies gewährleistet die Binnendifferenzierung 
ohne gesonderte Aufgabenstellung. 

Inhaltsübersicht:   Work sheet 1: Statistics on Immigration in the USA 

 Work sheet 2: Legal Immigration 

 Work sheet 3: Illegal Immigration 

 Solutions 
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Statistics on Immigration in the USA 

Describe the following charts. 

 

Source: 1. US Census Bureau (https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045217) 

 

 

Source: 2. US Department of Homeland Security 

(https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/Naturalizations_2016.pdf)  

Total population: 
325.7 million 

Total amount of naturalized 
citizens: 753 000 
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Year Size of Immigrant* Population Percentage of Total Population 

1970 9.6 million 4.7% 

1980 14.1 million 6.2% 

1990 19.8 million 7.9% 

2000 31.1 million 11.1% 

2010 40.0 million 12.9% 

2016 43.7 million 13.5% 

*people born outside of the USA 

Source: 3. Migration Policy Institute (https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/frequently-requested-statistics-

immigrants-and-immigration-united-states) 

DESCRIBIN G CHA RTS A N D STA TISTICS : USEF UL  P HRA SES 
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2. Mark whether the following statements are true, false, or not in the text. Correct 
the false statements. 

 true  false not in 

the text 

Most immigrants come to the USA illegally.    

Immigrants pay taxes.    

Green Card holders can vote in federal elections.    

Permanent residents need to carry their identification card at all times    

Permanent residents are eligible for social security.    

The country of origin does not influence the process of obtaining a Green 
Card. 

   

Most Green Card holders are family sponsored.    

The Diversity Visa program distributes visas to people from countries with 
low immigration rates. 

   

The Green Card lottery is distributed by a computer algorithm.    

50 000 visas are provided by the Diversity Visa program every year.    

Over 13 million people applied for the Green Card lottery.    

3. There are different categories of the people that can apply for the Diversity Visa 
program. With a partner, discuss the reasons the US government might have for 
fostering immigration from these specific groups of immigrants. 

EB-1: people of national interest (scientists, artists, athletes, etc.) 

EB-2: people with special abilities (scientists, artists, academics, etc.) 

EB-3: academics, craftsmen, other employees 

EB-4: employees of the church 

EB-5: investors 
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