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Titel: America First! Trump’s Vision for the USA 

Reihe: Arbeitsblatt aus der Reihe „Englisch – aktuell“ 

Bestellnummer: 71037 

Kurzvorstellung: Diese fertig ausgearbeiteten Arbeitsblätter zur englischen Landeskunde 
setzen sich mit der America First-Politik von US-Präsident Donald Trump 
auseinander. Vermittelt werden die historische Entwicklung dieser Idee und 
ihre konkrete inhaltliche Ausgestaltung durch den amtierenden 
Präsidenten. 

Die Schüler können den Inhalt selbständig erarbeiten und das individuelle 
Lerntempo jeweils anpassen. Dies gewährleistet die Binnendifferenzierung 
ohne gesonderte Aufgabenstellung. 

Inhaltsübersicht: • History of “America First” 

• America First! Trump’s Vision for the USA 

• Solutions 
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History of “America First” 

Donald Trump has used to phrase “America First” to describe many of his policies, both foreign and 

domestic. Though Donald Trump claims that he understands the phrase as a “brand-new, very 

modern term”1, the phrase actually has a very long history which is rooted in nationalism. 

1. Read this article which was published by the newspaper The Guardian: “End of 
the American dream? The dark history of 'America first' (by Sarah Churchwell, 21st 
April, 2018; https://www.theguardian.com/books/2018/apr/21/end-of-the-
american-dream-the-dark-history-of-america-first ) 

 

2. Fill in the chart with the missing information. 

 

Year Use of the Phrase “America First” 

1884  

1891  

 Warren G. Harding runs for senator using the slogan “Prosper America First” 

 President Woodrow Wilson uses phrase to defend USA’s neutrality in WWI 

1916  

 Klu Klux Klan uses phrase on banners at parade in Alexandria, Louisiana 

1940  

 

3. Comment on the following question: What implications does Trump’s use of the 
phrase “America First” have considering the history of the phrase? 

  

                                                 

1 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/20/us/politics/trump-resurrects-dark-definition-of-america-first-vision.html 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2018/apr/21/end-of-the-american-dream-the-dark-history-of-america-first
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2018/apr/21/end-of-the-american-dream-the-dark-history-of-america-first
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/20/us/politics/trump-resurrects-dark-definition-of-america-first-vision.html
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America First! Trump’s Vision for the USA 

Donald Trump gave this address at his inauguration on January 20, 2017. In this speech, he outlines 

his vision for “America First”. 

1. Read the following speech. Highlight passages where Trump outlines his vision 
of “America First”. 

“We, the citizens of America, are now joined in a great national effort to rebuild our country and 

to restore its promise for all of our people. Together, we will determine the course of America and 

the world for years to come. We will face challenges. We will confront hardships. But we will get 

the job done. 

Every four years, we gather on these steps to carry out the orderly and peaceful transfer of 

power, and we are grateful to President Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama for their gracious 

aid throughout this transition. They have been magnificent. 

Today’s ceremony, however, has very special meaning. Because today we are not merely 

transferring power from one Administration to another, or from one party to another – but we 

are transferring power from Washington, D.C. and giving it back to you, the American People. 

For too long, a small group in our nation’s Capital has reaped the rewards of government while 

the people have borne the cost. Washington flourished – but the people did not share in its 

wealth. Politicians prospered – but the jobs left, and the factories closed. The establishment 

protected itself, but not the citizens of our country. 

Their victories have not been your victories; their triumphs have not been your triumphs; and 

while they celebrated in our nation’s Capital, there was little to celebrate for struggling families all 

across our land. […] This American carnage stops right here and stops right now. 

We are one nation – and their pain is our pain. Their dreams are our dreams; and their success 

will be our success. We share one heart, one home, and one glorious destiny. The oath of office I 

take today is an oath of allegiance to all Americans. For many decades, we’ve enriched foreign 

industry at the expense of American industry; subsidized the armies of other countries while 

allowing for the very sad depletion of our military; we’ve defended other nation’s borders while 

refusing to defend our own; and spent trillions of dollars overseas while America’s infrastructure 

has fallen into disrepair and decay. We’ve made other countries rich while the wealth, strength, 

and confidence of our country has disappeared over the horizon. 

One by one, the factories shuttered and left our shores, with not even a thought about the 

millions upon millions of American workers left behind. The wealth of our middle class has been 

ripped from their homes and then redistributed across the entire world. 

But that is the past. And now we are looking only to the future. We assembled here today are 

issuing a new decree to be heard in every city, in every foreign capital, and in every hall of power. 

From this day forward, a new vision will govern our land. From this moment on, it’s going to be 

America First. 
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