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Titel: America First! Trump’s Vision for the USA 

Reihe: Arbeitsblatt aus der Reihe „Englisch – aktuell“ 

Bestellnummer: 71037 

Kurzvorstellung: Diese fertig ausgearbeiteten Arbeitsblätter zur englischen Landeskunde 
setzen sich mit der America First-Politik von US-Präsident Donald Trump 
auseinander. Vermittelt werden die historische Entwicklung dieser Idee und 
ihre konkrete inhaltliche Ausgestaltung durch den amtierenden 
Präsidenten. 

Die Schüler können den Inhalt selbständig erarbeiten und das individuelle 
Lerntempo jeweils anpassen. Dies gewährleistet die Binnendifferenzierung 
ohne gesonderte Aufgabenstellung. 

Inhaltsübersicht: • History of “America First” 

• America First! Trump’s Vision for the USA 

• Solutions 
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History of “America First” 

Donald Trump has used to phrase “America First” to describe many of his policies, both foreign and 

domestic. Though Donald Trump claims that he understands the phrase as a “brand-new, very 

modern term”1, the phrase actually has a very long history which is rooted in nationalism. 

1. Read this article which was published by the newspaper The Guardian: “End of 
the American dream? The dark history of 'America first' (by Sarah Churchwell, 21st 
April, 2018; https://www.theguardian.com/books/2018/apr/21/end-of-the-
american-dream-the-dark-history-of-america-first ) 

 

2. Fill in the chart with the missing information. 

 

Year Use of the Phrase “America First” 

1884  

1891  

 Warren G. Harding runs for senator using the slogan “Prosper America First” 

 President Woodrow Wilson uses phrase to defend USA’s neutrality in WWI 

1916  

 Klu Klux Klan uses phrase on banners at parade in Alexandria, Louisiana 

1940  

 

3. Comment on the following question: What implications does Trump’s use of the 
phrase “America First” have considering the history of the phrase? 

  

                                                 

1 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/20/us/politics/trump-resurrects-dark-definition-of-america-first-vision.html 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2018/apr/21/end-of-the-american-dream-the-dark-history-of-america-first
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2018/apr/21/end-of-the-american-dream-the-dark-history-of-america-first
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/20/us/politics/trump-resurrects-dark-definition-of-america-first-vision.html
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