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Chapter 1

The costume shop
It’s Thursday afternoon. Abbie is at her friend Dean’s 
house.

‘You can’t wear that to the party,’ she says.
‘Yes, I can,’ says Dean. He’s wearing a sheet from his 

bed. ‘I’m Julius Caesar.’
On Friday night at Abbie and Dean’s school, there is 

going to be a big party – a costume party. 
The students from Abbie’s history class are organising the 

party. In April, the class is going on a school trip to France 
and Italy. They need money for the trip. They’re selling 
tickets to the costume party. The tickets cost £10. There’s 
going to be food, music and dancing. Lots of people are 
coming. They have to come dressed as people from history.

‘Everyone is getting their costumes from costume 
shops,’ says Abbie. ‘I’m going to be dressed as Cleopatra. 
My costume is very nice. You can’t wear an old sheet. 
There’s a costume shop near the school.’ She looks at her 
phone. ‘The shop closes at five thirty. Come on!’

Kit’s Costumes is a small shop in an old building. There’s a 
Dracula costume in the window. Abbie opens the door and 
they go inside. 

‘This place isn’t very big,’ says Dean.
‘This is only the front room,’ says Abbie. ‘There’s 

another room at the back.’
A young man is standing behind the counter. He is short 

and thin. He’s talking on a mobile phone. ‘No. I can’t … 
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