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Station Pass “American Dream” 

Name: __________________________ 

Station Priority Name of station Done Any questions? 

1 obligatory What is the American Dream?   

2 optional The Puritans   

3 obligatory The Declaration of Independence   

4 obligatory Immigration   

5 optional Pictures of the American Dream   

6 obligatory The Statue of Liberty   

7 obligatory American Patriotism   

8 optional From Rags to Riches   

9 obligatory Corporate Culture and Work Ethics   

10 obligatory Civil Rights   

11 obligatory African-Americans   

12 obligatory Poverty   

13 optional Consumerism   

14 obligatory 
Societal Issues surfacing during 

2016 Presidential Election   

15 obligatory 
The American Dream – What do you 

Think?   
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Station 1: What is the American Dream? 

What is the American dream? The American 

dream is one big tent. One big tent. And on that 

big tent you have four basic promises: equal pro-

tection under the law, equal opportunity, equal ac-

cess, and fair share. 

Jesse Jackson/ *1941 

American civil rights activist, Minister and politician  

The American dream is about freedom. 

Nancy Pelosi / *1940 

American politician 

For me, the essence of the great American Dream is 

spiritual. I believe that our Constitution is inspired and 

that it is based on principles that are timeless and uni-

versal. This is the reason why 95% of all written consti-

tutions throughout the world are modeled after our 

Constitution. 

Stephen Covey/ *1932 – †2012 

American educator and author 

If proud Americans can be who they are and boldly 

stand at the altar with who they love then surely, 

surely we can give everyone in this country a fair 

chance at that great American Dream. 

Michelle Obama/ *1964 

First Lady of the United States (2009-2016) 

I have spent my life judging the distance between 

American reality and the American dream. 

Bruce Springsteen/ *1949 

American musician 

There are those who will say that the liberation of 

humanity, the freedom of man and mind is nothing 

but a dream. They are right. It is the American 

Dream. 

Archibald MacLeish/ *1892– †1982 

American poet, writer and politician 

The American Dream is a phrase we'll have to wrestle 

with all of our lives. It means a lot of things to different 

people. I think we're redefining it now. 

Rita Dove/ *1952 

American poet and author 

Americans have so far put up with inequality be-

cause they felt they could change their status. 

They didn't mind others being rich, as long as they 

had a path to move up as well. The American 

Dream is all about social mobility in a sense - the 

idea that anyone can make it. 

Fareed Zakaria/ *1964 

Indian-born American journalist and author 

 

The road to success is not easy to navigate, but with 

hard work, drive and passion, it's possible to achieve 

the American dream. 

Tommy Hilfiger/ *1951 

American fashion designer 

To me, the American Dream is being able to follow 

your own personal calling. To be able to do what you 

want to do is incredible freedom. 

Maya Lin/ *1949 

American designer and artist 

TASK 

Read the different definitions of the American Dream 

and explain the differences and similarities you could 

find. Then, create your very own definition of the 

American Dream. 
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2. The Puritans laid the groundwork for many of the central ideas of the American Dream. 

Read the text again to find passages which show how Puritanism introduced these central 

ideas. Then fill in the chart below. 

 

Central idea 
of the American Dream 

Puritan belief Text passage/ passages 

Manifest Destiny: The 
United States has the divine 
destiny to expand its terri-
tory in order to spread its 

ideas and ideals. 

  

Freedom: Everyone should 
have the right to be free 

from oppression. 

  

Equality: Everyone is equal 
and has equal rights. 

  

Individualism: By working 
hard, everyone can achieve 

his or her goals. 

  

 

3. Find out more about the Puritans on the Internet and create a mind-map using the 

information you have found. 

The Puritans 
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