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Preface

Preface

Paul Auster’s novel Moon Palace was published in 1989. Mar-
co Stanley Fogg's discovery of his heritage in a reality which
is dominated by chance and experienced in fragments is the
American author's most renowned work, along with his famous
detective stories from the New York Trilogy. The reader is drawn
into a diverse complex narrative consisting of reflections, biog-
raphies and allusions to historical and cultural-historical events
and characters, with scenes from Wild West mythology and life
in the metropolis of the East.

The purpose of this book is to facilitate an understanding of
this work of contemporary American literature. It discusses
the most important topics and structural principles and can be
used either for additional background knowledge or as material
in class. Given its rich diversity, particular emphasis has been
placed hereby on the text analysis of Moon Palace. Complicated
contexts are drawn together and are clarified in chart form (see
chapter 1.3 and 2.3). The analysis is based on Faber and Faber's
edition of Moon Palace (Faber and Faber Limited, London, 1990).
Annotations can be found in chapter 2.5 and page numbers are
cited to facilitate the understanding of the novel. Secondary
literature is quoted in the footnotes. Finally, chapter 3 should
enable the reader to put his/her comprehension of Moon Palace
to the test.
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